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Dear Friends,

From our beginning, we have asked ourselves:
“What makes a high-quality, impactful education?”

After 12 years, the answer is both simple and complex.

It begins with relationships. The personal connection
between student and teacher is the cornerstone of
learning and it must come first. It is where confidence
grows, curiosity is inspired, and children discover what
they are capable of.

From this foundation, our work grows more complex.
A robust curriculum blends explicit skill instruction
with meaningful hands-on learning. Field trips deepen
understanding by bringing lessons to life and inspiring
students to see the world with curiosity and possibility.

Extracurricular experiences further enrich our
students’ growth. Through athletics, the arts,
leadership, service, and social-emotional development,
students are inspired to broaden their interests, build
character, and envision new futures for themselves.

And what binds all of this together is joy. While many
schools have become driven primarily by data, we
remain driven by curiosity. Children naturally love to
learn, and at AJL A we nurture that spark so they grow
into lifelong learners inspired by their own potential.

Three essential elements define AJLA:

1. Exceptional teachers who inspire every child by
creating safe, supportive, and joyful classrooms.

2. A thoughtful curriculum that balances strong skill
development with engaging, project-based learning to
inspire deep thinking and exploration.

3. Growing extracurricular opportunities that inspire
students to stretch themselves, take risks, and discover
new passions beyond academics.

Above all, joy fills our classrooms and fuels hard work,
resilience, and achievement.

We invite you to read this year’s Annual Report and to
visit us in person. Experience the warmth, energy, and
community that make AJLA a place where children
thrive. We are proud to be a school of excellence, and
grateful to have you with us as we continue to create an
education that inspires and transforms—today and for
years to come.

Warmly,

Yz *




ACADEMICS that inspire a lifelong passion for learning

At AJLA, our academic program goes beyond the
classroom to spark joy in learning for every student.
We believe students learn best when a strong
foundation of skills meets real-world application.
Our hybrid curriculum builds that foundation

in reading, writing, and math through explicit

Sixth Grade
Sustainability
Projects
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instruction, then extends learning through project-
based, thematic work. The 6th-grade independent
studies are a powerful example of this approach.

Each student selected a sustainability topic that ignited
their curiosity, researched it in depth, and interviewed
an expert in the field to deepen their understanding.

They organized their findings in essays, then designed
and built projects that brought their ideas to life,
applying their skills to solve real-world problems. The
hands-on nature of this work fueled both engagement
and enthusiasm, driving deeper learning and helping
students see the impact of their ideas in action.

Amar’e Angeline

researched how chemicals in sunscreen
cause coral bleaching and developed her
own reef-safe alternative.

explored the role of ospreys in
Connecticut’s ecosystem and built a scale
model perch to encourage nesting.

Pedro

studied the potential of solar power in
transportation and built a model car
powered by solar panels to test efficiency.

Setaish

identified cigarette litter as a threat to sea
life and built two freestanding ashtrays for
Bridgeport to reduce pollution.



SERVICE toinspire our students to make a difference in their world

This year, AJLA was honored to take part in the

9 / 11 Da;y National 9/11 Day of Service for the first time, ¥ :

° dedicating the day to acts of kindness and community g PreK4 and Grade 4

Of Sel‘Vlce service on campus and throughout Bridgeport. Service &t created cards and tissue paper flowers for senior residents
is a vital part of our students’ education, building J
empathy, responsibility, and leadership while showing
that even small actions can make a meaningful
difference. We are proud to have turned a day of
tragedy into one of compassion, connection, and hope.

Kindergarten and Grade 1
planted flowers to brighten our school campus

Grade 2
baked cookies and made cards for a local fire station

Grade 4 and Grade 5
sang and played Bingo with senior residents

CONNECTICUT MEAL PACK FOR 9/11 DAY

Remember the Good.

A, iy
Grade 5
built a mud kitchen for our PreK students

Grade 6, Grade 7 and Parents
assembed meal packages for those in need at Webster Bank Arena

Every Grade
painted rocks for our new Hope Rising Garden



EXPERIENCES toinspire deeper and more lasting learning
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° ° At AJLA, field trips are not extras—they are essential lessons come alive in the real world. Whether visiting
Fleld Trlps to how we teach. Each experience is intentionally tied museums, exploring nature, or engaging with local

to classroom themes, fueling curiosity, sparking new organizations, students discover that learning doesn’t
questions, and showing students how their stop at the classroom door. These adventures deepen

understanding, strengthen connections, and inspire

a lifelong love of exploration. We hope to continue to
offer our students the opportunities to learn beyond the
borders of Connecticut.

Additional Field Trips

PreK

Palmieri Farm
Easton, CT MASSACHUSETTS
Kindergarten

CT Audubon Society
Fuairfield, CT

First Grade
Keeler Tavern
Ridgefield, CT

Second Grade
‘Wolfe Park
Monroe, CT

Second Grade
Maritime Aquarium
Norwalk, CT

HARTFORD

| s thGHMe |
. Kindergal-te“ turbndge Vmage [
Downtown Cabaret Theatre ‘

| Common Ground | . Sl‘urbm'dge} MA ““ . “\ Sixth Grade
Bridgeport, CT | NewHayen) CT | :

- c‘ MIDDLETOWN \ Hartford Capitol Building
— ] \ Hartford, CT

Third Grade

Fourth Grade
New Pond Farm
Redding, CT

Fifth Grade

Sleeping Giant
Hamden, CT DANBURY |
Sixth Grade |
Seaside Park P @ ‘\
Bridgeport, CT |

RIDGEFIELD MONROE]

EASTON |

Sixth Grade
Green Village Initiative
Bridgeport, CT

BRIDGEPORT

FAIRFIELD

NORWALK

First Grade
Color.ful Bridgeport
Brzdgeport, cr

Third Grade
| “ Yale University Art gallery
e Sehe | | It
So“ndwatersschoomr LONG ISLAND SOUND | C Four.thGrade
o CT “‘ “ onnecticut Museyy,
‘ Hartford, cT




Every student in grades 1-7 participates in weekly
chorus, developing confidence, teamwork, and a
lifelong love of music. Students may also audition for
the United Girls’ Choir of Bridgeport, which welcomes
singers from across the region. Rehearsing at AJLA
and performing statewide—from community events
to major sporting venues—the choir gives our young
musicians an inspiring stage to share their voices.

turning ideas into action to inspire tomorrow’s innovators

The Power of \over

Theatre

Theatre at AJLA is offered in partnership with the
Music Theatre of Connecticut’s School of Performing
Arts. All middle school students take part in this
program and perform in two musicals each year.
Through acting, singing, and collaboration, students
step outside their comfort zones, explore new creative
strengths, and build confidence that extends far
beyond the stage.

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math is
woven into the heart of learning. In our new STEAM
lab, students design, experiment, and bring ideas to
life through hands-on exploration. By blending coding,
robotics, art, and design, students learn to think
critically and creatively. STEAM empowers them

to turn curiosity into innovation, preparing the next
generation of thinkers and problem-solvers.




DATA toinspire success through student outcomes WAYS TO GIVE

1%

Gifts by Credit Card E &

Donors can securely and quickly pay

° At Adam J. Lewis Academy, we believe a truly . X X E

Key InSl.ghtS excellent education can—and should—be both online at ajlacademy.org/donation )
rigorous and inspiring. While test scores alone don’t
tell the full story, they provide valuable insight into

Student-Teacher Ratio how effectively our students are growing, learning, and

@ Adam J. Lewis Academy 7:1 thriving compared to peers across the city. At the heart
of our success is the relationship between students and .

@ Bryant Public School 14:1 teachers, which forms the foundation of every child’s Gifts by Check

@ Bridgeport Public School District 17:1 learning experience. This connection also drives Mail your check, made out to AJLA, to

engagement and consistent attendance. Key data
from the 202425 school year highlights how AJLA
@ New Beginnings Charter School 13:1 compares to other schools across Bridgeport, see below.

High Horizons Magnet School 18:1 500 State Street, Bridgeport, CT, 06604

Income

Individual dF dati
@ Individuals and Foundations Wire Transfer

@ Spring Event
Donors can securely and quickly give via bank

@® Other . .
transfers, contact Max Dixon max@ajlacademy.org
@ Tuition
39%
Grants
Chronic Absenteeism
Students missing >10% of school days 2%

Gifts of Stock

Donors may receive an additional benefit
by avoiding capital gains tax

Matching Gifts

Check with your employer to determine
if they have a matching gift program

Expenses

Gifts from IRA’s

@ Faculty Salaries If you are over 70.5 years of age, you can

@ Staff Salaries make gifts directly from your IRA
ELA Math ELA Math
@® Program
Student Performance Student Growth @ Facilities
These results show how our students performed This data shows how much academic General Admin
on Connecticut’s state assessments. growth our students made over the year. .
@ Marketing

Legacy Giving

Including AJLA in your will is a an impactful
way to make a lasting contribution




DONORS

Sequoia $100,000+

Anonymous

Anthony and Allison Allott
Apple Pickers Foundation

Jim and Roberta Conroy
Elwood and Catherine Davis
John Duffy

Goergen Foundation

McGrath Family Foundation
Elizabeth M. Pfriem Foundation
Mark and Tricia Vanacore

Jean and David W. Wallace Foundation

Redwood $50,000 to $99.999
Anonymous

Gene Celentano

Stephen and Shannon Cook
Richard and Lorraine Garland
Hodgman Family Foundation
The John and Ethel Kashulon Foundation
The Levinson Family

Victor and Deni Nesi

Sam and Missy Palmisano
Josh and Lollo Samuelson
The Whittaker Family

Oak $25,000 to $49.999
Anonymous
A. P. Kirby Jr. Family Fund at the
Community Foundation of New Jersey
Ashken Family Charitable Foundation
Walter & Merle Baum Foundation
Frank Cicero
Scott and Lexie Clifford
John and Arlene Howard
Karen & Bob Jones Foundation
David and Anne Juge
Lautenbach Family Foundation
The McGavick Family Fund
Tom and Emily Michaud
Carol Munro
Fred and Nancy Poses

in honor of Elwood and Catherine Davis
The Shack-Sackler Foundation
William and Lynda Steere Foundation
Peter Tauck
Tudor Foundation
Lisa and Tom Vacheron
The Vranos Family Foundation
Kimberly Walin

Maple $10,000 to $24.999
Anonymous (2)
Bedford Family Social Responsibility Fund
Manu and Vani Bettegowda

in honor of Jim and Roberta Conroy
Rob Bowman and Jen Wyman
Jim Burgett
Crane Charitable Funds
Barbara Dorsch Foundation
Sima and Chip Farmer
Peter Clark and Ana Goizueta
Chuck and Linda Googe
Phil and Nicole Hadley
The Hintsa Family

The following donors have generously supported AJLA between July 1, 2024 to June 30, 20

Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, A Stifel Company
Tom and Dawn Kreitler
Lamando Family Fund
The Bernard and Muriel Lauren Foundation
Ronald P. & Susan E. Lynch Foundation
MacAllaster Family Foundation
in memory of Sara Lane MacAllaster
Steve and Sue Mandel
Brian and Monica McGrath
John and Elly McKenna
John and Beth Munro
Near & Far Aid Association Inc.
Rob and Julie Potack
Harry L. and Helen M. Rust
Charitable Foundation
The Scripps Family Fund for Education
and the Arts
Southport Congregational Church
Triple-S Steel Stein Family Fund at the
Houston Jewish Community Foundation

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, Inc. (EHTF)

William and Laura Wilson
Peter Wirth

Willow $5.000 to $9.999
Anonymous
in honor of Emma Cruz
Buscher Foundation
Chris Cantwell
City National Bank
James Cleaver
Joan S. and Charles W. Coker Foundation
Southern Connecticut Gas
Robert De Jong
Joan F Dionne Foundation
Heidi and Chris Flagg
The GDL Foundation
Chris and Dyan Griffin
The Knobloch Fund at Fairfield County’s
Community Foundation
Adam and Phyllis Kurzer
Lone Pine Foundation, Inc.
Robert and Catherine Lowe
Joan and Sam Nevin
Thomas and Lillian O’Malley
John and Lauren Roth
Stephen and Frances Rowland
Meg and Joe Serino
Larry and Marcy Shinbaum
The Watters Family Fund
Westport Rotary Club Foundation
Westport Sunrise Rotary
Dan Woog

Birch $2,500 to $4.999

Iain and Linda Bruce

Jeffrey and Lori Charlton

Abby and Max Dixon

Brad and Barb Evans

John and Heather Fargis

Joe and Kathryn Gagliardi

Glenn Gaudet

Alison Hill

Deb Hodes via Jewish Communal Fund
inmemory of Adam J. Lewis

Inwha Huh

Rady and Diane Johnson

Keith and Kathryn Pagnani
Patrice Reilly

Mark and Dawn Ryan

Roger Sachs

Keith and Janet Sherin

Leila and Nick Shields

Stifel

Meno and Beth Stroemer
Roger and Bevo Tarilka

Scott and Susan Telesz

Joseph Tompkins

Diana Bowes and James Torrey
Alex and Judy Urquhart
Richard and Claire Van de Berghe
Astrid and Paul Weismann

Aspen $1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous

Ambler Family Giving Fund
Robert Banzer

Andrew Becker

Spencer and Wendy Brown
David and Nicole Clifford
George Conrades

Ted Conway

Tracy and Chris Damianos
William and Bridget DeRiso
Richard and Jenny Di Marco
Susan Doran

Michael and Chieko Dunne
Peter and Christine Ferrara
Alice Flynn and Mauro Sessarego
Charlotte Ford

Brian Furbish

Gershburg Giving Fund
Alison Gerstell

Andrea and Dan Gottschall
Bill and Diana Gray

Sandra and Damon Hart
Karen and John Harvey

Andrew Hoffman and Anick Pleven

Terry and Mary-Jane Hogan
Chad and Sarah Hollingsworth
Nisha Hurst
Mia and Rob Johnson
Michael and Kristen Keden
Chris and Courtney Lee
Christopher Letta

in honor of Ellen Letta
Caroline Lewis
Reilly Lewis
Sophie Lewis
Richard and Joanne Liddy

in honor of Elwood and Catherine Davis

Debra Menich

Michael Meola

Keith Milne

Sylvia Montero

Laurie Morris

Nancy Kail and Mike Mossman
Tom and Joanne Murphy

Mike and Trish Paliotta

Peale Foundation

Barnet and Sharon Phillips
John and Jennifer Pierson
Andrew and Elaine Rankowitz
Tom and Laura Rasmussen
Joan Rhame
in memory of Sara M. Brooks
Annemarie Rothe
Gordon and Maureen Rudd
Joe and Alisa Ryan
Susan Beth Salo Foundation
Lisa and Bob Schultz
Andrew and Cathy Sebor
Mary and Richard Somerby
Robert and Bonnie Stapleton
Steve and Meg Staunton
Timothy and Tracy Stuart
Sullivan Family Foundation
Tudor Investment Company
Richard Upton
Rosalind Walrath
Deron and Kiri Wolfe
Pat Feighan and Steve Zenczak
in memory of Dick Munro

Spruce $1 to $999
Randall Abrams

in memory of Wynne J. Abrams
Michelle and Andrew Adams
Julie Horowitz and Jonathan Alexander
Chasey and Andrew Allen
Joseph and Laura Amicucci
Lisa Anderson
Carolyn Arnold
Billy and Maureen Auer
Elisabeth and Edward Babington
Susan Baer
Seth Bair
Frances Baldwin
David and Lucy Ball

in honor of Tricia Vanacore
Christy and Dave Ball
Chris and Jen Bargas
Steve and Tammy Barry

in honor of Tony Allott
Judith Baumhover
Theo Bergschneider
Patricia Botticelli

in honor of granddaughter Nayla Schalkham
John and Kris Burbank
0J and Robin Burns
Elizabeth Caplan
Nyla Carleton
Carl and Florisca Carter
John Cavanaugh

in memory of Adam J. Lewis
Jackie Chamandy
John Ciulla
Elin Cohen and Scott Weiss
Bob and Kathy Coppola
Susan Hanifin and Kevin Cotter
Seamus Crotty
Bert and Alison Czuchra
Peggy Dau
Alberto de Brito
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

Dyann DelVecchio
Rev. Frank Denton
Peter and Bridgett diBonaventura
Julio Dolorico
Paul and Lisa Doocy
Anne Drake
Moira Eick
Kevin and Elizabeth English
Ted Eyes and Jennifer Bebon
Cris and Justine Fellows
Dino Ferrare
Doug and Tracy Fincher
Marty Fleischmann
Jamie and Mari Flicker
Carla Foster
Wesley and Elizabeth Fox
Edward and Lisa Friedland
Michael and Brook Fulton
Gail Goldblat
Douglas and Katie Goodman
Jon and Deirdre Halper
Jim and Anne Hardy
Pieter Hartt
Robert and Robbi Hartt
Guy Hatfield
David and Letty Helgans
Clay and Heather Hennessy
Hap and Anne Hoover
Horton Family Fund
Annette and Tim Kane
Paul and Tracy Keblish
Sheila Keenan
Jill Kelly
Susan Kietzman
Brigid Killelea
Preston and Mary Jean Koster
Marcella Kovac and Luke Scott
Kristen and Tom Kratky
Sheryl Lawrence
Rick and Amy Leonard
Hilary Longstreth
Douglas Mason
The Stewart B McKinney Foundation
Liz Milwe
Dr. Gary Mombello
Simba Muhwati
Anne Murdock
Kristin Murphy
Devin and Jennie Murphy
Peter and Linda Murphy
Randolph Nelson
Larry and Melissa Norton
Claire and Thomas O’Connor
O’Shea Family

in honor of Elwood and Catherine Davis
Linda Paslov
PayPal Giving Fund
David and Betsy Perry
John and Kate Ragan
Tim and Jenny Robson
Ken Alcorn and Lizzy Rockwell
Martha Russell
Katherine Rust
Barry and Regina Ryan
Andrew Saltzman

Pietrina Saxton

Karen Scodari

Bob and Karen Scott

Sue Seath

Polly Simpkins

Chris and Jennifer Smith

Rufus Somerby

Andrew Stewart

Russell and Tracey Stidolph

Neil and Sheila Stringer

Greg and Nancy Stringer

Michael and Suzanne Stringer

Faith Taylor and Ted Sullivan
in honor of Elwood and Catherine Davis

Anne and Bob Svensk

Sam Thoreen

Morris and Jennifer Tooker

John and Katie Traynor

Peter and Sara Tucker

Peter and Liz Van Duyne

Louise Warner

Susan Weinberger

Kathryn Wells

David and Barbara Wiederecht

Jeffrey and Patricia Wieser

Paul and Barbara Winsor

Stephen and Cathlin Wolanske

Allison and Steve Wolowitz

For the beautiful homemade quilts created
especially for all our PreK nappers:

Cecily Zerega
Edie Faile
Louise Warner

For all of the incredible photographs in
this Annual Report taken pro bono by:

Pam Einarsen

Adam J. Lewis Academy is a designated
501(c)(3). As a privately funded school, we
neither solicit nor accept public funding.
We rely exclusively on the generosity of
individuals and foundations.



OUR MISSION




