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ur missio

Adam J. Lewis Academy attracts families who believe
in the power of education. AJLA inspires children from all
backgrounds to achieve their promise.

AJLA is defined and guided by its motto, Hope Rising. Through
a program of rigorous academics, rich experiential learning, and
deep family engagement, AJLA nutures the potential within each
child - preparing students for a lifetime of intellectual exploration,
personal growth, and moral citizenship.

Children who graduate from AJLA emerge as leaders, empowered
with the knowledge, skills, character and confidence to succeed.

Adam J. Lewis was a recipient of educational opportunities
that transformed his life trajectory.

He grew up in the Bronx with his father in a one room
apartment. They did not have much money and he attended
the Bronx Public Schools.

Luckily for Adam, the Dalton School in Manhattan had a
scholarship program in which they would visit junior high
schools looking for scholar-athletes.

Adam was selected for this award and received a full
scholarship to Dalton for high school, which provided him
with not only a robust academic education but much more.
The connections he made during those impressionable years

were incredibly powerful and life-changing: his coaches

became mentors, the secretaries became second mothers and
the friends became family. It was also at Dalton that Adam
discovered football and through hard work and perseverance
became a starting quarterback.

His educational experience at Dalton earned him a full
scholarship at Hamilton College, where we met. He continued
to learn and develop during these 4 years, and upon graduation
he was offered a job at Keefe, Bruyette & Woods where he was
working on the morning he died on 9/11.

Our hope at AJLA is to provide our students with this same
pathway to an excellent academic education and deep,
powerful relationships. We believe that this trajectory will
be life-changing for AJLA students, just as it was for Adam.
Adam deeply believed in the power of education, was keenly
aware of the role it played in his life and was tremendously

grateful for it.

Ty




our lifers

STUDENTS WHO HAVE ATTENDED
AJLA FROM PRE-K to GRADE 5

ANA JULIA

What do you like about AJLA?
It is a good environment and I like the teachers
because they care.

What is a favorite memory?

When I was younger I did not like reading, but
then last year my teacher introduced the “Who
Was” series and I read about Martin Luther
King Jr. and loved it and started to read more.
Iread the whole series. Now I love to read! I
really like non-fiction and graphic novels.

What do you want to he when you grow up?
I thought about being an architect but the math
is hard. So now I want to be a doctor.

What are some hopes and dreams for AJLA?
I want it to be considered one of the best
schools. I think it should be recognized.

JORGE

What do you like about AJLA?

Ilike AJLA because the teachers are nice and
they know how to help us. If we are sad, they
can tell and then know how to make us feel
happy. They are caring.

What is a favorite memory?

A happy memory is when I was in PreK we
would have Game Nights where parents would
come to school and we would play different
games together and then we were given one
game to take home.

What do you want to be when you grow up?

When I grow up I would like to own a business.

Mayhe I could open a restaurant — an Italian
Restaurant!

What are some hopes and dreams for AJLA?
My hope for the school is to have the windows
be able to open just a little bit and maybe add
a college!

REECE

What do you like about AJLA?

Ilove Late Day because we get to do exciting
things like soccer, play with Mr. Charles and
go to the United Girls’ Choir. I love the lunches
because Chef Enel makes the best lunches and
fills my tummy every day.

What is a favorite memory?

My favorite memory of Lenox is playing

with all my friends and drumming with Mr.
Henry. Then I remember going upstairs to
Kindergarten and seeing Miss Carla and Miss
Widlaine and hanging up my backpack.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
When I grow up I want to be a vet and take care
of animals. I want to work in an animal shelter.

What are some hopes and dreams for AJLA?

My hope is that this school will be really good
and that maybe my niece could come here. She
would really enjoy this school.

DAVID

What do you like about AJLA?

I'love reading and sometimes I like to do
math. I really love what we are learning in
Humanities about the Medieval Times.

What is a favorite memory?

My favorite memory is every summer at camp
we play in the sprinklers. I remember being
with Miss Saba, Miss Doreen, Miss Patty and
Miss Julie.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
When I grow up I would like to be a soccer
player because I really like sports. But I need a
Plan B if that doesn’t work out, so my Plan B is
to be a police officer.

What are some hopes and dreams for AJLA?

I hope that we get to have a lot of sports and

a big soccer team here at AJLA. We should
create a big community with all of us and go all
the way to 8th grade.



RN faculty spotlight

required workshops class parents elective workshops families who receive
for all new families per grade financial aid

In spring 2023, the AJLA faculty and staff
were invited to nominate a colleague who
embodies an unyielding commitment to AJLA’s
mission and showcases outstanding efforts in
empowering AJLA’s children to realize their
utmost potential. This nomination is for the
prestigious Dick Munro Award, named after a
distinguished Korean War veteran and retired

OO%

family satisfaction in-house monthly community

business executive. Dick Munro has devoted
his efforts tirelessly to transform the life
trajectories of underserved children worldwide.
english program building events The first recipient of this award is Carla
Patrona. Every teacher wears many hats

at AJLA, but Carla has worn them all. She
started at AJLA at our Lenox Avenue campus

as our first ever Kindergarten teacher in 2018.
Carla Patrona
Carla is a master teacher who embraces
the opportunity to collaborate with her
fellow teachers, and is exceptional in her
role of mentoring each year’s class of new
teachers. She is driven to not only improve
and strengthen her skillset as a professional,
but she is equally dedicated to supporting the
growth of her fellow teachers. Simply put, she
is the ultimate team player.

As much as she cares and loves her colleagues,

it is always the children who come first. Carla
sets high standards for herself, and for her
students, because she believes so deeply in
each and every child. She is also uniquely
positive about everything and creates a joyful,
meaningful connection with the students who
adore her and respect her.




past, present.

2011

Acquired 246 Lenox Avenue,
initiated transformative
renovations

Formally established
Adam J. Lewis Preschool,
a 501(c)(3) organization

WA -
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AJLA diversity

2013

Opened our doors to welcome
our inaugural PreK class,
consisting of 3 and 4 year olds

Initiated this exciting journey
with 12 students and a
dedicated team of 3 teachers

+
A»

41% HISPANIC
30% BLACK

16% WHITE

2018

Our PreK4 students moved up
into our first Kindergarten

Relocated to our new address
at 500 State Street

Officially transformed into
Adam J. Lewis Academy

4°% MIDDLE EASTERN

1% ASIAN AMERICAN

1% OTHER

and future

2023

Purchased 430 State Street and
began renovations which include
anew STEAM Makerspace and
Middle School classrooms

Created an enlarged and
inviting outdoor space with
a brand new turf field and
enhanced playground

2027

Grade expansion complete for
200 AJLA scholars in PreK
through 8th grade

Facilitate the placement

of AJLA graduates into high
schools for a seamless transition
into a quality educational
experience

First graduation

Beyond

We are committed to tracking
the journeys of our AJLA
graduates as they navigate the
transitions into high school,
college and beyond - maintaining
a strong connection with our
AJLA alumni is a priority




reasons to love AJLA

1

positive and
joyful culture

emphasis on
relationships

challenging
academics

small class size

parent involvement diversity

and support

ob +l"€ social emotional
i program

differentiated
instruction

music, art, and
physical education

programs 1






9%

3%

INDIVIDUALS

TUITION

FUNDRAISING EVENT

FOUNDATIONS
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PROGRAM
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thank you,
donors

The following donors have
generously supported AJLA between
July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023

Sequoia $100,000+

Apple Pickers Foundation

Jim and Roberta Conroy

Elwood and Catherine Davis

Goergen Foundation

Jean and David W. Wallace Foundation
The Levinson Family

McGrath Family Foundation

Mark and Tricia Vanacore

Redwood $50,000 to $99.999
Anonymous (2)

Anthony and Allison Allott
John Duffy

Hodgman Family Foundation
Lautenbach Family Foundation
Richard and Lorraine Garland
Victor and Deni Nesi

Sam and Missy Palmisano
Josh and Lollo Samuelson
Tom and Lisa Vacheron
Kimberly Walin

Oak $20,000 to $49.999

Anonymous (4)

A. P. Kirby Jr. Family Fund at the
Community Foundation of New Jersey

Ashken Family Charitable Foundation

Walter & Merle Baum Foundation

Bedford Family Social Responsibility Fund

Gene and Nancy Celentano

Scott and Lexie Clifford

Brian and Talli Connell

Jim and Katie Cretella

John and Arlene Howard

David and Anne Juge

Karen & Bob Jones Foundation

Brian Keane

Susan and Tom Lenci

John and Elly McKenna

John and Beth Munro

Fred and Nancy Poses

The Shack-Sackler Foundation

William and Lynda Steere Foundation

Stranahan Foundation

Peter Tauck

Marie Weigl

The Whittaker Family

Maple $10,000 to $19.999

Anonymous

Tyler and Ellen Baldwin

Jim Burgett

Peter Clark and Ana Goizueta

Joan S. and Charles W. Coker Foundation

Chuck and Linda Googe

The Hintsa Family

Keefe, Bruyette & Woods

The Knobloch Fund at Fairfield
County’s Community Foundation

Tom and Dawn Kreitler

The Lamando Family Fund

Jules and Mimi Leibman

Ronald P. & Susan E. Lynch Foundation

Patrick McDonough

The Stewart B. McKinney Foundation, Inc.

Tom and Emily Michaud

Near & Far Aid Association Inc.

Quinsee Family Foundation

The Scripps Family Fund

Bill and Bonnie Strittmatter

Libby Tritschler

Willow $5,000 to $9.999
Anonymous (2)

Steve and Tammy Barry
Buscher Foundation
James Cleaver

Robert De Jong

Joan F Dionne Foundation
Charlotte Ford

The GDL Foundation
Meghan and Joe Laganza
Lone Pine Foundation, Inc.

Elizabeth and Joseph Massoud Family Foundation

Brian and Monica McGrath
Jon Santemma and Jen Okin

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, Inc. (EHTF)

The Watters Family Fund
Westport Rotary Club Foundation

Birch $2.500 to $4.999
Anonymous
Don and Lisa Callahan
David and Nicole Clifford
Crane Fund for Widows and Children
Max and Abby Dixon
John and Heather Fargis
Glenn Gaudet
Michael and Becky Goss
Chris and Dyan Griffin
Harold Heck, Jr.
Adam and Phyllis Kurzer
MacAllaster Family Foundation
Patrice Reilly

in honor of Elwood and Catherine Davis
John and Lauren Roth
Mark and Dawn Ryan

in memory of Adam J. Lewis
Roger Sachs

in honor of Elwood and Catherine Davis
Senchak Family Donor Advised Fund
Keith and Janet Sherin
Southport Congregational Church
Chrissy Toeplitz
Richard and Claire Van de Berghe
Astrid Weismann

Aspen $1,000 to $2,499

Andrew and Chasey Allen

Ambler Family Giving Fund

Robert Banzer

Dean and Gaby Benjamin

Beny Berges

Michael Bernstein

Rob Bowman and Jen Wyman

Iain and Linda Bruce

Chris Cantwell

Gary and Carolyn Cohen

Michael and Chieko Dunne

Elizabeth Ewing and James Elkus

Pat Feighan and Steve Zenczak
in honor of John Munro

Heidi and Chris Flagg

Brian Furbish

Ken and Mara Ginsberg

Grace J Fippinger Foundation

Harbor Yard Amphitheater LLC

David and Letty Helgans

Terry and Mary-Jane Hogan 16

Liz Holland

Jewish Communal Fund

Rady and Diane Johnson
Shari Jones and Waqgas Wajahat
Michael and Kristen Keden
Liz and Kyle Keogh
Kreitler Foundation
Sharon Lauer and Jerry Joseph
Christopher Letta and Ann Spatola
Mellen Foundation Inc.
Michael Meola
Metro Art Studios
Sylvia Montero
Max and Kathi Moran
Laurie Morris
Tom and Joanne Murphy
Amer and Kristen Nimr
Oppenheimer Family Fund
Michael and Carla Patrona
Andrew and Elaine Rankowitz
Ryan and Meghan Raveis
Gordon and Maureen Rudd
Lisa and Bob Schultz
Andrew and Cathy Sebor
Bob and Francine Shanfield
Robert and Bonnie Stapleton
Christopher and Joanne Stavrou
Sullivan Family Foundation
Susan Beth Salo Foundation
Peter and Liz Van Duyne
Deron and Kiri Wolfe

in honor of Adam J. Lewis
Lisa Wright

Spruce $1 to $999
Randall Abrams

in honor of Wynne J. Abrams
Mark and Susanne Addessi
Ken Alcorn and Lizzy Rockwell
Joseph and Laura Amicucci
Jennifer Andrews
Billy and Maureen Auer
Susan Baer
Frances Baldwin
Christy and Dave Ball
David and Lucy Ball
Ned Bancroft
Chris and Jen Bargas
Judith Baumhover
Ralph Bershefsky
The Gusti Brandt Foundation
Catherine Bradley

in honor of Geraldine D. Lewis
Doug and Patti Brown
Helmi Bromley and Douglas Zarookian
Robert and Linda Bruce
Vanessa and Bob Bruder
John and Kris Burbank
0OJ and Robin Burns
Clem Butt and Kitty Ijams
Meghan Calhoun
Elizabeth Caplan
Jackie Chamandy
Elin Cohen
Bob and Kathy Coppola
Harden and Kersti Crawford
Jack Currie
Bert and Alison Czuchra
Alberto de Brito
Rev. Frank Denton
John Dexheimer and Carla Haugen

Malka Dharmaratine and Michael Williams

in honor of Karen Hodgman

Peter and Bridgett diBonaventura
Julio Dolorico

in memory of Adam J. Lewis, Hamilton College ‘87

Susan Doran
Anne Drake
The Duennebier Family
Kevin W. English Sr. & E.
Elizabeth English Fund
Sima and Chip Farmer
Livia Feig
Cris and Justine Fellows
Peter and Christine Ferrara
Chris and Hilary Ferrone
Dino Ferrare
Doug and Tracy Fincher
Paola Finelli and Jorge Cevallos
Judy and David Fisher
Marty Fleischmann
Jamie and Mari Flicker
John Forster
Jack and Ann Franzen
Alexandra Fredericks
Edward and Lisa Friedland
William and Amy Frischling
Jennifer Galambos
Alison Gerstell
Gail Goldblat
Douglas and Katie Goodman
Benjamin Gott
William and Diana Romney
Gray Family Foundation
Kent and Lisa Haines
Jon and Deirdre Halper
Lori Hammer
Susan Hanifin and Kevin Cotter
Jim and Anne Hardy
Niv and Kim Harizman
Sandra and Damon Hart
George and Elizabeth Hawes
James Healey Jr. and Pamela Dowling
Bruce and Roxie Hennemuth
Clay and Heather Hennessy
Andrew Hoffman and Anick Pleven
Sally Holzinger
Hap and Anne Hoover
John and Kate Horn
Jonathan Alexander and Julie Horowitz
Horton Family Fund
Bill Humphrey and Nancy Saipe
in honor of Adam J. Lewis
David and Joan Huntington
Tom and Eileen Hynes
Tripp Jones
Sheila Keenan
Thomas Kelly and Julia Benzinger
Jill Kelly
Mark Kirsch
Preston and Mary Jean Koster
John and Heather Kreitler
Rick and Amy Leonard
Richard and Joanne Liddy
in honor of Elwood and Catherine Davis
Hilary Longstreth
Jane Mastrianni
Anjali McCormick
Liz Milwe
Gary Mombello
Karen Mombello
Mark and Michelle Moshier
Richard and Carol Munro
Devin and Jennie Murphy

Kirsten and Brendan Murphy
Kristin Murphy
Maureen Murphy
Tom and Sophie Murphy
Larry and Melissa Norton
Claire and Thomas O’Connor
David and Betsy Perry
Dan Pidgeon
Michael and Saba Pina
Diane Plowman
Sonal Rajan
Diane Reardon
Olivia Reny
Cristine Rios
Steve and Robin Rodgers
Rick Ross
Lisa Ruscitti
in honor of Astrid Weismann
Martha Russell
Barry Ryan
Corinne Samon
Karen Scodari
Bob and Karen Scott
Sue Seath
Karen and Perry Seelert
Christine Segalas
Kitt Shapiro
Steve and Meg Staunton
Andrew Stewart
Russell and Tracey Stidolph
Greg and Nancy Stringer
in memory of Anne Stringer Smith
Michael and Suzanne Stringer
in memory of Anne Stringer Smith
Neil and Sheila Stringer
in memory of Anne Stringer Smith
Timothy and Tracy Stuart
Theodore L. Sullivan and
Faith H. Taylor Fund
Vicki Tananbaum
Roger and Bevo Tarika
Tauck Family Foundation
Gloria Tenofsky
Joan Tilghman
TisBest Philanthropy
Morris and Jennifer Tooker
Mike Tranfalia
Alex and Judy Urguhart
Kelly Walker
Louise Warner
Meegan White
David and Barbara Wiederecht
Paul and Barbara Winsor

For the beautiful homemade quilts created
especially for all our PreK nappers:
Cecily Zerega

Edie Faile

Louise Warner

For all of the incredible photographs in
this Annual Report taken pro bono by:

Pam Einarsen

Adam J. Lewis Academy is a designated
501(c)(3). As a privately funded school, we
neither solicit nor accept public funding.
We rely exclusively on the generosity of
individuals and foundations.
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ways to give

transformative educational experience. Tuition accounts for 10% of the operating

At AJLA, we strive to ensure that our students and their families are afforded a

budget and all families pay tuition on a sliding scale. We partner with our generous
supporters to cover up to 90% of the cost to provide a truly high-quality educational
experience for our students and families.

Gifts by Credit Card

=l

Ofja gk

Maiching Gifts

Check with your
employer to
determine if they
have a matching gift
program

Gifts by Check

Mail your check,
made out to AJLA,
to 500 State Street,

Bridgeport, CT,
06604

Gifts from IRA’s

If you are over 70.5
years of age, you can
make gifts directly
from your IRA

Wire Transfer

Donors can securely
and quickly give
via bank transfers,
contact Max Dixon

max@ajlacademy.com

Legacy Giving

Including AJLA
in your will is a
an impactful way
to make a lasting
contribution

Gifts of Stock

Donors may receive
an additional benefit
by avoiding capital
gains tax

Gifts by Venmo
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David McGrath, Chair
Founding Partner
Sherman Financial Group

Patricia D. Lewis, (ex officio)

Founder and Head of School

Julie Mombello, (ex officio)

Co-Founder and Director

Kimberly Walin, Treasurer
Founder and Partner
Arbour Point Advisors

Anthony Allott
Chairmain and CEO
Silgan Holdings, Inc.

Brandon Clark
Chief of Staff
Faith Acts for Education

Brian Connell
Former Managing Director
J.P. Morgan Chase

Jim Conroy
Managing Partner
Olympus Partners

Jim Cretella
Parnter
Otterbourg P.C. Law

Catherine Davis
Child Advocate
Court Appointed Special

Advocates for Children (CASA)

John Duffy
Former Chairman and CEO
Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, Inc.

Chris Griffin
Market Leader
Bank of America Private Bank

Anne Juge
Former Managing Director
J.P. Morgan Chase and
Bank of America Securities

Mark Kirsch, Esq.
Principal
Cohen & Wolf

Dawn Kreitler
Member
Social Venture Partners

Susan Lenci
Licensed Professional Counselor

John Munro
Head of School
The Gow School

Dwayne Smith, Ph. D.
Interim President
Southern Connecticut State University

Tricia Vanacore
Former Chair
Greens Farms Academy (GFA)
Board of Trustees



SAVE THE DATE

SPRING 2024

for our

BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

500 State Street 203-333-2211
Bridgeport, CT 06604 ajlacademy.org



